
Page 1 of 13 

 
 

Presents 

Mission Drift 
A new musical. 

 
We’ll make millions here. 

 

 
 
 

MARKETING PACK 
Fall 2012 



Page 2 of 13 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
• Marketing and Management contacts – page 3 

• The cast and creative team – page 4 

• Promotional copy and awards – page 5 

• About the TEAM – page 6 

• Press reaction to MISSION DRIFT and the TEAM – page 7 

• Digital marketing material, Front of House information, merchandise and Notes for Box 

Office – page 10 

• Frequently Asked Questions and Audience Information – 11 

• Additional Facts about the TEAM – page 12  

• Mission Drift production timeline – page 13 

 
  



Page 3 of 13 

MARKETING, PRESS AND MANAGEMENT CONTACTS 
 
Artistic, Marketing & Press Inquiries 
Rachel Chavkin, Artistic Director 
rachelchavkin@gmail.com 
T: 917-570-5257 
 
Producing Director 
Nate Koch, General Manager 
nathanvkoch@gmail.com 
T: 631-252-6403 
 
Tour Producer 
Michael Mushalla, Double M Arts and Events 
mushalla@gmail.com 
T: 917-864-4137 
 
Stage and Company Manager 
Dave Polato, Technical Artist 
dpolato@gmail.com 
T: 716-417-4804 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The TEAM is the 
Theatre of the Emerging American Moment 
138 South Oxford Street 
Suite 1C 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
 
T: 917-570-5257 
F: 212-529-8762 
E: theteamplays@gmail.com 
 
www.theteamplays.org 
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The TEAM presents 
Mission Drift 
Written by the TEAM in collaboration with Heather Christian and Sarah Gancher 
Music composed by Heather Christian 
Lyrics by Heather Christian and the TEAM 
Directed by Rachel Chavkin 
 
Rachel Chavkin   Director 
Heather Christian   Composer/Lyricist 
Nick Vaughan   Set Design 
Brenda Abbandandolo  Costume Design 
Matt Hubbs    Sound Design 
Jake Heinrichs   Lighting Design 
Sean Linehan   Associate Lighting Design 
 
CAST 
Libby King    (Catalina Rapalje) 
Brian Hastert   (Joris Rapalje) * - PLEASE CONFIRM PRE PROGRAM 
PRINTING 
Heather Christian   (Miss Atomic) 
Amber Gray    (Joan) 
Ian Lassiter   (Chris, Atiatonharonkwen, and others) 
 
MUSICIANS 
Matthew Bogdanow   (Drums) 
Gabriel Gordon   (Guitar, Bass) 
 
CREW 
Dave Polato    Production Stage Manager 
Joseph Cantalupo   Technical Director 
 
MANAGEMENT 
Nate Koch        Producing Director 
Michael Mushalla/Double M Arts & Events   Booking Agent 
 
Running time is 2 hours, including one 10-minute intermission. 
Mission Drift contains some strong language. Recommended for age 13+ 
 
Mission Drift was co-produced by the Almeida Theatre, Performance Space 122, and 
Culturgest. It was made possible with support from the Greenwall Foundation, the 
Panta Rhea Foundation, the JMJ Family Fund, the Jerome Foundation, and the Mid Atlantic 
Arts Foundation (through USArtists International in partnership with the National Endowment for 
the Arts and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation). It was supported, in part, by public funds 
from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in Partnership with the City Countil, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, and the New York State Council on the Arts. 
 
It was developed at London’s Almeida Theatre, Brooklyn’s BRICStudio, the University 
of Nevada Las Vegas, LMCC’s Swing Space grant at Building 110 on Governors Island, 
the Orchard Project, Soho Think Tank’s Ice Factory Festival, and ArtsEmerson. 
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PROMOTIONAL COPY 
 
The TEAM tours to Australia and Asia for the first time with its award-winning Mission 
Drift, created in the blazing heat of a Las Vegas June. Mission Drift is a pioneering 
journey west and east across the USA in pursuit of the soul of American capitalism. 
Told through atomic blasts, lizard ballet, and original music that fuses Las Vegas glitz 
with Western ballads and Southern blues, it features two interweaving love stories: the 
epic saga of an immortal teenage Dutch couple as they travel west from Amsterdam to 
New Amsterdam in 1624, all the way to modern-day financially devastated Las Vegas, 
and the intimate portrait of a cocktail waitress and a cowboy grappling with their 
crumbling American dreams. Over it all reigns Miss Atomic, a seductive 
storyteller/singer inspired by the 1950's beauty pageants celebrating the bombs tested 
in the Nevada desert. She is the symbol of creation and destruction, bankruptcy and 
bonanza, as she unfolds the myth of an eternal frontier. 
 
Mission Drift uses the mythology and history of the western frontier to examine what lies 
at the core of capitalism in America. It was researched on-the-ground in Las Vegas. 
The TEAM moved to Las Vegas for a month, lived in a foreclosed home, and conducted 
interviews with individuals working at all levels of the Vegas economy. They toured to 
the Atomic Testing Museum, the Neon Boneyard (a repository for the old neon signs), 
the Office of Culture, a failing timeshare development in South Vegas, the Culinary 
Union Offices, a 60-year old pig farm in North Las Vegas where new residents are suing 
developers for the stench, and the Grand Canyon. 
 
The final period of the show’s development was conducted on Governors Island in New 
York City, in a new building erected on the site of one of the first Dutch Settlements in 
the 1600’s. 
 
Featuring music by downtown New York favorite Heather Christian, Mission Drift is the 
newest work from this award-winning ensemble. 
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ABOUT THE TEAM 
 
The TEAM is the Theatre of the Emerging American Moment, a Brooklyn-based 
ensemble whose mission is to create new performance works that dissect and celebrate 
the experience of living in America today, and to generate national and international 
dialogue about the state of our nation. Once described as “Gertrude Stein meets MTV,” 
our work crashes American history and mythology into modern stories to illuminate the 
current moment. We combine aggressive athleticism with emotional performances and 
intellectual rigor, keeping the brain, eyes and heart of the audience constantly 
stimulated. In addition to creating new work, the TEAM regularly teaches workshops in 
its highly collaborative creation process entitled “Devising Within a Democracy.”  
 
Since our inception in 2004 The TEAM has created and toured 7 works nationally and 
internationally, including Architecting, co-produced by the National Theatre of Scotland 
(NTS) (2008-9), and Mission Drift, a musical that journeys through 400 years of 
American history, from Amsterdam to New Amsterdam in 1624, all the way to financially 
devastated modern day Las Vegas in pursuit of the soul of American capitalism. 
 
Four-time winners of the Edinburgh Fringe First, Winner 2011 Edinburgh International 
Festival Fringe Prize, 2011 Herald Angel, ranked Best of 2011 by The Guardian, Time 
Out New York Top Ten 2007, and Portugal’s Público Top Ten 2009 and 2011, the 
TEAM has performed all over New York (including the Public Theater, PS122); 
nationally (including the Walker Art Center); and internationally (including London’s 
Barbican Centre, Almeida Theatre, and Battersea Arts Centre; Edinburgh’s Traverse 
Theatre; Lisbon’s Culturgest; the Bristol Old Vic; and the Salzburg Festival). In 2013, 
Mission Drift will tour to Perth, Hong Kong, and to London’s National Theatre. 
 
The TEAM is currently in development or planning-stages for 5 new works:  
• Primer for a Failed Superpower, a theatrical concert event that examines America as a 
superpower on the macro level, and the teenager as a superpower on the micro level, 
featuring a teenage ensemble and a hardcore punk score (early work supported by the 
Edinburgh International Festival and the National Theatre Studio in London);  
• The Scottish Enlightenment Project, which will bring together the TEAM with Scottish 
artists to examine the Scottish national identity through the lens of the Enlightenment 
(Adam Smith, David Hume, etc.) as the nation prepares for a coming referendum on 
independence (in partnership with the National Theatre of Scotland);  
• RoosevElvis, a gender-bending duet featuring TEAM actresses Kristen Sieh and Libby 
King as they channel and tackle two American giants - Theodore Roosevelt and Elvis 
Presley (in partnership with London’s Gate Theatre and Almeida Theatre, and 
Brooklyn’s Bushwick Starr),  
• Waiting for You on the Corner of 13th and Walnut, which will bring together the TEAM 
and Portland, OR’s Sojourn Theatre to examine the state of how we are listening and 
communicating as individuals and a country through the lens of Kansas City 
(commissioned by Kansas City Rep);  
• And an untitled collaboration with Taylor Mac about the difference between Drive and 
Discipline.  
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PRESS REACTION TO THE TEAM AND MISSION DRIFT 
 
“The TEAM are theatrical excavators of American culture, American dreams and 
the American psyche, understanding the intimate connection between past and 
present, celluloid and reality.” 
-The Guardian, London 
 
BEST OF 2011 The Guardian 
WINNER 2011 Edinburgh International Festival Fringe Prize 
WINNER 2011 Herald Angel 
WINNER 2011 Scotsman Fringe First  
 
★★★★ The Guardian 
★★★★★ The Daily Telegraph 
★★★★★ The Scotsman 
★★★★The Independent 
★★★★ The Herald 
★★★★ The List 
Fest Magazine Theatre Highlights 
Pick of the Day METRO 
 
“What a blast. Economics has never been more playfully dissected…The company fulfill 
all their much-hyped promise in this gorgeous, gaudy musical.” 
-Lyn Gardner, The Guardian 
 
“The best show I’ve seen at the Fringe so far by a country mile is this beautifully 
inventive show from New York’s the TEAM…swimming with bluesy and rocky 
music…it’s impossible to do justice to the intricate textures, the wit and the wisdom of a 
show that seems to come from somewere deep inside its cast while retaining a sheen of 
knowing entertainment value…it feels like undiluted truth.” 
-Dominic Cavendish, The Daily Telegraph 
 
“The TEAM have slowly but surely become the artistic conscience of a younger 
generation…a piece of well-buffed collectivism in action.” 
-Neil Cooper, The Herald 
 
"Mission Drift succeeds in staging a staggeringly ambitious saga—400 years in the life 
of American capitalism...It’s the liveliest lesson on desire, destruction, and economics 
that you’ll see in many a year."  
-Village Voice 
 
"[A] freewheeling theatrical adventure...There’s a lot to take heedless, heady pleasure 
in, notably the bluesy music by Heather Christian...Ms. Christian has a terrific soulful 
voice that can ache with yearning intensity at one moment and vibrate with the fervor of 
roof-raising R&B the next." 
- The New York Times 



Page 8 of 13 

 
"Piquant intelligence, streamed into an ambitious multipronged narrative...Director 
Rachel Chavkin and her deft ensemble cast sew these elements (and others) together 
skillfully." 
- Time Out New York 
 
“There’s a Vegas-y insanity to Mission Drift – and I mean that in a good way…the TEAM 
specialize in total theatre…They also specialize in total entertainment… Mission Drift is 
that rare beast, a musical in which the music is really cool…A must-see.” 
-Alice Jones, The Independent 
 
“A lush panorama of contemporary Americana.” 
-Ian Shuttleworth, The Financial Times 
 
“A mighty show… the trademark of the TEAM’s work is a fierce, endlessly creative 
willingness to try to understand the stories and the meaning of their own country. And 
their approach to theatre makes no concessions to any traditional idea of what this art-
form should look like…there’s craziness, invention and poetry in the telling of how 
healthy pioneer spirit morphs into the madness of unbridled 21st-century 
capitalism…brilliantly sustained.” 
-Joyce McMillan, The Scotsman 
 
“The performance is inventive, physical, combining narration, songs, dialogue, 
choreographic scores, everything amazingly aligned with a dramaturgical rigor of 
irreproachable architecture…operatic ambition…This is an  intelligent, urgent, cerebral 
show, but, at the same time, it explores the possibilities of theatrical performance.” 
-Rui Pina Coelho, Público (Portugal) 
 
“The TEAM achieve the huge, soaring size of their ambitions…the (collectively-done) 
writing is crisply poetic, and each performance sharp, focused and beautiful…an 
immersive, enthusiastically-rendered spectacle.” 
-Kirstin Innes, The List 
 
“Visually absorbing dissections of their home country’s psyche…part political treatise 
and part rock concert.” 
-David Pollock, The Independent 
 
“An outstanding New York ensemble…near world-class now, the Wooster Group of their 
generation. Managing to be at once artistically daring and intelligently researched…a 
stylish and thrillingly wacky piece of music theatre.” 
-Kate Bassett, The Independent 
 
“Showing a healthy disregard to the unities of time and place, [the TEAM] builds a fluid, 
fascinating production…it’s a show you would happily watch all over again.” 
-Mark Fisher, Scotland on Sunday 
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"Heartbreaking, infuriating, beautiful, honest...Mission Drift is an example of a theatre 
company at their most muscular, tackling what theatre should be tackling: not only the 
faults of the world we live in, but how we came upon those faults to begin with...We 
travel from Amsterdam to New Amsterdam, through the frontier, and out west, then back 
again, [in the] hauntingly remarkable musical atmosphere of Heather Christian." 
- New York Theatre Review 
 
"If you want to see where American theatre is—and where it’s headed—go to this 
provocative and wondrous work." 
- NYTheatre.com 
 
ADDITIONAL PRESS RESPONSES TO THE TEAM 
 
“How stimulating to wake up in the hands of a present-tense theater company 
who knows what it’s doing.” 
-The New York Times 
 
“Enthralling and infuriating, funny and tragic, intelligent and downright lunatic – it is 
impossible to have a simple response to this extraordinary production... One 
leaves the theatre thrilled by a company so determined to push the boundaries of 
theatrical possibility.” 
-Telegraph, London 
 
“Visionary in concept and execution, this show reminds you of Tony (Angels in 
America) Kushner and sometimes of Robert (The Dragons’ Trilogy) Lepage.” 
-The Independent, London 
 
 “It’s a stunning effort from a company totally at ease documenting America.” 
-Metro, London 
 
“A Tour de Force of subtlety...what a joy it is to see new writing that transmits what 
it is like to live in the 21st century.” 
-The Financial Times, London 
 
“A virtuoso plundering of American literature and history.” 
-Daily Telegraph, London 
 
The TEAM’s work is a “passionate critique of contemporary America… a fierce, 
questioning intelligence.” 
-The Times, London 
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GENERAL INFORMATION AND NOTES FOR BOX OFFICE 
 
DIGITAL MATERIAL 
A selection of digital resources are available to accompany Mission Drift which can be 
used to help you sell the show and to create your own digital marketing tools. Material 
can be supplied in variety of formats and files sizes. Material includes: 
• Production photographs on DVD or attached to email for FOH use 
• 2-minute trailer 
• 8-minute teaser 
• mp3 excerpts from 2 songs from the production 
 
Please contact Rachel Chavkin to request the most up-to-date information. 
 
FRONT OF HOUSE 
Mission Drift is 2 hours long, including one 10-minute intermission. 
 
On arrival the company stage manager, Dave Polato, will arrange an appropriate time to 
meet with your front of house manager / head of security to brief appropriate staff. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 
 
What’s it about? 
Mission Drift is about the creative and destructive force that is American capitalism, and 
the growth and wreckage it has unleashed on the city of Las Vegas, the fastest growing 
city in America at the turn of the millennium and now an epicenter of the housing 
collapse. It tells the story of Joris and Catalina Rapalje, a Dutch couple that falls in love 
on the docks in Amsterdam in 1624, and “lights out west for the territories” (in the words 
of Mark Twain). They remain forever 14-years old, so long as they keep building, 
seeking the frontier, until one day in modern Las Vegas Catalina is unable to continue 
and brings her 400-year life to a grinding halt. The story is told by Miss Atomic, played 
by composer Heather Christian, a seductive figure with a killer voice. 
 
What’s it like? 
Mission Drift is an exuberant, athletic and wildly visually dynamic event. It is a mythic 
journey told through incredibly beautiful music that invokes Southern blues and Western 
ballads. The production is at times bitingly funny, at times deeply quiet and simple, with 
moments of movement throughout. 
 
Will I like it? 
Mission Drift combines American mythology with current political and pop culture 
references in a way that is wholly original. The performances are spectacular and 
heartfelt, bringing naturalistic acting to nontraditional storytelling, creating a work that 
involves both the mind and heart of the audience. 
 
The work was researched on-the-ground in Las Vegas, through interviews/tours at the 
Atomic Testing Museum, the Neon Boneyard (a repository for the old neon signs), the 
Office of Culture, a failing timeshare development in South Vegas, the Culinary Union 
Offices, a 60-year old pig farm in North Las Vegas where new residents are suing 
developers for the stench, and the Grand Canyon.  
 
All of this culture is infused in the marrow of the work. If you are interested in America, 
Las Vegas, or capitalism, you will be pulled into the stories of Mission Drift. 
 
Who is it suitable for? 
The show contains some strong language. It is suitable for ages 13 and up, or mature 
younger audiences accompanied by adults. 
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FACTS ABOUT THE TEAM 
 
• Award winning. Four-time winners of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival (2005, 2006, 
2008, 2011), Winner 2011 Edinburgh International Festival Fringe Prize, 2011 Herald 
Angel, ranked Best of 2011 by The Guardian, Time Out New York Top Ten 2007, and 
Portugal’s Público Top Ten 2009 and 2011. 
 
• Internationally renowned. The TEAM’s work has been seen all over America – 
including NYC’s Public Theater and Performance Space 122, Minneapolis’ Walker Art 
Center, and Nashville, Tennessee’s Vanderbilt University – in Canada, Ireland, and all 
over England and Scotland, including London’s Barbican Centre, Almeida Theatre, and 
Battersea Arts Centre, the Bristol Old Vic, and Edinburgh’s Traverse Theatre. 
 
• New York City. The TEAM is an Brooklyn-based devised theatre company. 
 
• Topical subject matter – The TEAM’s mission is to dissect and celebrate the 
experience of living in America today. Mission Drift casts a sharp, complex and 
sideways look at contemporary America, including the collapse of the capitalist promise 
of an eternal frontier. 
 
• Youthful energy. Most of the company is around 30 years old, and the company itself 
has been creating work together since 2003. 
 
• Cast – Mission Drift features 5 fantastic American actors, and 2 American musicians. 
www.theteamplays.org 
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MISSION DRIFT TIMELINE 
 
August 2008. The Almeida Theatre’s Artistic Associate Jenny Worton approaches the 
TEAM about participating in a festival of new works-in-progress during Summer 2009. 
 
January-March 2009. Development of Mission Drift begins in New York City. 
 
April 2009. The TEAM is awarded a residency by Brooklyn’s BRICStudio, and presents 
a 2-day workshop. Post show Q & A’s are led by the Public Theater’s Oskar Eustis and 
Lincoln Center Festival’s Boo Froebel. 
 
June 2009. The TEAM is in residence for one-week at the Orchard Project (Hunter, NY) 
to develop Mission Drift. 
 
July 2009. The TEAM is in residence for two-weeks at London’s Almeida Theatre, 
culminating with a 4-day well-attended public workshop showing. Audience members 
give feedback following each performance. 
 
Fall 2009 – Spring 2010. Continued work and writing in New York City through weekly 
rehearsals. 
 
June 2010. The TEAM is in residence at the University of Nevada Las Vegas for a 
month to research and write. The schedule consists of field trips to various locations, 
including the Atomic Testing Museum, the Neon Boneyard (a repository for the old neon 
signs), the Office of Culture, the Culinary Union Offices, a 60-year old pig farm in North 
Las Vegas where new residents are suing developers for the stench, and the Grand 
Canyon, and generating material inspired by the research. A work-in-progress showing 
is presented for two nights to community members at the end of the month.  
 
August 2010. The TEAM presents a 4-night workshop showing to New York audiences 
as part of Soho Think Tank’s 2010 Ice Factory Festival. The work is the penultimate 
production at New York’s beloved Ohio Theatre, which shut its doors at the end of 
August. 
 
October-November 2010. The TEAM is in residence for 3-weeks with the Lower 
Manhattan Cultural Council at Building 110 on Governors Island, through a Swing 
Space grant. A reading is presented at the end of the residency. Playwright Sarah 
Gancher joins the project during this residency. 
 
Winter – Spring 2011. Work continues in New York, including writing and composition. 
 
May – June 2011. Final rehearsal period for Mission Drift, culminating with preview 
presentation at ArtsEmerson in Boston. 
 
July 2011. Mission Drift makes its World premiere at Lisbon’s Culturgest, and tours to 
Coimbra, the Traverse Theatre (Edinburgh Fringe 2011), and the Salzburg Festival. 
 
January - February 2012. Mission Drift makes its U.S./NY Premiere at the Connelly Theatre in 
the East Village, presented by PS122 as part of their 2012 COIL Festival. 


