
 

 

 
QUARTETTHAUS 

 
Presented by Perth Festival, Australian National Academy of Music and bluebottle. 
 
A special opportunity to experience the string quartet, reborn into a new 
musical space. 
 
The Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM) and bluebottle up to create 
ANAM Quaretthaus, a beautiful intimate space, purpose-built to enable 52 patrons at 
each performance to open their minds to the rich history of the string quartet.   
 
ANAM Quaretthaus grew from a simple idea: to conceive, design and build a place 
that is shaped to every turn by the music performed within it. 
 
In this unique architecture, music and place become inseparable. 
 
ANAM Quartetthaus represents the biggest leap in immediacy and potency for the 
string quartet as an art form since microphones and speakers arrived. I want one in 
my back yard!   
David Harrington, Kronos Quartet 
 
bluebottle create an immersive light-sculptured, closed sicruit of a world.  It’s like 
looking into a black hole (no-one does black better than bluebottle). RealTime 
 
Nothing interferes with your concentration, the whole experience giving a startling new 
dimension to chamber music, arguing against any let-it-soak-in approach to the recital 
experience.  Up close you identify intimately with the performers and the technical and 
intellectual stamina required from them; the whole experience was as involving as music-
making gets. ANAM Quartetthaus is sold out, but if you can get a seat, grab it! The Age, 
2011 

 
Complementing the physical intimacy is a direct, refreshingly honest acoustic assisted by 
a low ceiling array of angled radial blades and the balance between light wooden frame, 
fabric and human bodies. Soft lighting and the resolute focus of the ANAM musicians 
completed the sense of ritual immersion, the audience tuning in so intently that the usual 
concert hall plagues of coughing and shuffling all but disappeared within this hushed 
focus. The Australian, 2011 
 
ABOUT ANAM QUARTETTHAUS 
 
Part design installation, part architecture, part music, ANAM Quartetthaus is a 
special listening place, a celebration of intimate, live performance. 
 
ANAM Quartetthaus grew from a simple idea: to conceive, design and build a place 
that is shaped at every turn by the music to be performed within it; a place 
unencumbered by the ‘rhetoric’ of traditional concert presentation, just as the 
intimate musical form of the string quartet which has given rise to the project is 
stripped of the rhetoric of larger scale musical forms. 
 
Ever since the 18th century the string quartet has occupied a unique place in the 
minds of composers. It has provided the formal mechanism for the most intimate and 
often intense exploration of technical and musical thoughts and ideas: a personal 
letter from composer and performer to listener.  



 

 

 
Performances in 2,000 - or even 200 - seat auditoriums rob these letters of the 
element of personal testimony. In developing ANAM Quartetthaus, designers, 
acousticians and musicians have collaborated to envision and build a space that 
dissolves the performer/listener divide, enabling a shared experiencing by listeners 
and performers.  
 
There are 52 places available in the Haus for each performance. Seated in two circles 
about a slowly revolving central performance space, no member of the audience is 
more than two meters from the performers. The proximity of the listener to the 
performer accentuates the visceral theatre of live – string or other acoustic - quartet 
performance. 
 
ABOUT ANAM 
The Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM) is dedicated to the artistic and 
professional development of the country’s most exceptional young musicians. The 
only institute of its kind in the nation and one of a few in the world, ANAM admits 
just 65 students from all over Australia and New Zealand to take part in its intensive 
year-long courses of one-on-one lessons, masterclasses and public performances. 
Mentored by a distinguished faculty of leading leading Australian and international 
artists and pedagogues, ANAM musicians share the stage on an almost weekly basis 
with some of the finest artists in the world. The ANAM public performance season is 
renowned for its innovation and energy alongside its commitment to the 
advancement of contemporary and Australian composition.] 
 
ABOUT BLUEBOTTLE 
bluebottle specialises in design; from concept through design 
development, documentation and project realisation. The company has a 
strong theatrical background which it brings to all of its design projects, resulting in a 
diverse range of experience in processing client requirements, budgets, locations, 
materials and unusual situations. Bluebottle extends the possibilities of design and 
the integration of light with the surrounding environment. They work closely with 
clients to assist in achieving their creative goals. Bluebottle consistently strive to 
set and meet new challenges. 
 
WEBSITE 
http://www.anam.com.au/quartetthaus/ 
http://www.anamquartetthaus.com.au 
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