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Barry McGovern has had a long association with the work of Samuel Beckett. With 
the Gate Theatre he has played Estragon and Vladimir in Waiting for Godot, Clov in 
Endgame and Willie in Happy Days. He has also played Lucky in Waiting for Godot, 
Krapp in Krapp’s Last Tape, Henry in Embers, Fox in Rough for Radio II, Words in 
Words and Music and directed All That Fall. 
 
His one-man show I’ll Go On (derived from the novels Molloy, Malone Dies and The 
Unnamable) was produced by the Gate in 1985 and has played worldwide, including 
at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in 1986 and most recently at the 2008 Lincoln 
Center Festival. 
 
Mr. McGovern has lectured, written and given masterclasses on Beckett’s work and is 
frequently asked to give readings of the poetry and prose. The recording of the Three 
Novels (Molloy, Malone Dies and The Unnamable) is available from 
www.rte.ie/shop. 
 
Recent stage work includes Glengarry Glen Ross, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Jane Eyre, 
Death of a Salesman, Arcadia, Gate Theatre; The Plough and the Stars, Abbey 
Theatre; Philadelphia Here I Come!, Gaiety Theatre; and Life is a Dream, Rough 
Magic and, most recently, Vladimir in a new production of Waiting for Godot in Los 
Angeles with Alan Mandell as Estragon.  
 
Films include Joe Versus the Volcano, Riders to the Sea, Billy Bathgate, Braveheart, 
Miracle at Midnight, The General, The Gift of the Magi and Waiting for Godot 
(Beckett on Film). 
 

The Gate Theatre  

The Gate Theatre has been, artistically and architecturally, a landmark building for over 
250 years. Established as a theatre company in 1928 by Hilton Edwards and Micheál 
MacLiammóir, the Gate offered Dublin audiences an introduction to the world of 
European and American theatre and also to classics from the modern and Irish 
repertoire. It was with the Gate that Orson Welles, James Mason and Michael 
Gambon began their prodigious acting careers.  

Today, in its 84th year, the Gate has become unique in that it has had only two artistic 
directorates. In 1983, the directorship passed to Michael Colgan under whose 
guidance the theatre continues to represent Ireland at the very highest level of artistic 
endeavour, receiving numerous invitations each year to major festivals on every 
continent. 

The Gate has a close association with the works of Samuel Beckett, the late Harold 
Pinter, Brian Friel and Conor McPherson to name but a few. Having presented many 
major festivals, both internationally and at home, the Gate continues to develop, 
nurture and promote the works of a diverse range of playwrights and is committed to 
delivering the very highest quality productions that our audiences have come to 
expect. 
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