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SYNOPSIS

Just when David Wosniak (Patrick Huard) 
decides to finally take control of his life, this eternal 

42 year old teenager discovers that he’s the biological 
father of 533 children. Suddenly, his life is much more 

complicated that he anticipated.



At first, my co-screenwriter Martin Petit and I wanted to talk about a man who has many children.  We wanted to write a comedy 
about fatherhood so we went for what we considered something extreme: a sperm donor who has 150 children.  We thought 
the number was so huge that it would generate a good comedy, but we were also concerned it would affect the credibility of our 
story.  One month into the project, it was all over the media that a sperm donor had discovered he had fathered 500 children! 
We were speechless to realize that our mere 150 was nothing compared to reality!  So here is the very, very credible story of a 
man who discovers he is the father of 533 children. 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE



After obtaining his certificate in screen writing from l’Université du Québec à Montréal in 1991, Ken Scott started 
writing for the big screen. He first wrote a short film, Hors la loi, followed by his first feature, La vie après l’amour, that 
immediately won him recognition from his peers by receiving 5 nominations and awards at the 2001 Jutras’ including 
Best Screenplay and the Billet d’Or (gold ticket) for the best box office in Quebec. La vie après l’amour then won 
the Public Prize Award at the Comédia-Juste pour Rire Festival and two nominations at the 2001 Genie Awards.  In 
2002, Ken Scott wrote the sitcom Le Plateau in which he also played one of the lead roles. That same year, he wrote 
his second feature film entitled La Grande Séduction that closed the prestigious Quinzaine des réalisateurs at the Cannes Film Festival. The 
film directed by Jean-François Pouliot was praised and honoured by critics and in all of Quebec and around the world.  It was shown in 65 
international festivals and was sold in over 25 countries winning numerous important prizes such as the Public Prize Award at the Sundance 
Film Festival, the Grand Prize Jiraldillo d’oro and the ASECAN Prize at the Seville Festival, and the Bayar d’Or for Best Film at the Namur 
Festival and, last but not least, 7 prizes at the 2004 Jutra Awards.In recent years, he wrote the screenplay of the feature film Maurice Richard 
directed by Charles Binamé, which received 14 nominations including Best Screenplay at the 2006 Jutra Awards. Ken Scott’s screenplay was 
also nominated at the 2007 Genie Awards. That very same year, he went on to write his fourth feature film, Le guide de la petite vengeance 
for which he was also nominated at the Genie Awards.  In 2008 he wrote and directed for the first time the feature Les doigts croches, which 
was shot in Argentina and which won him another nomination for the Jutra prize for best screenplay. He again acted as director/screenwriter 
in his latest feature film Starbuck, due to be in theaters in the summer of 2011 and staring Patrick Huard.

KEN SCOTT director and screenwriter





Martin Petit impresses with the length and diversity of his talents. Whether on TV,  
radio, stage or on paper, he does everything his own way, and the pleasure with which 
he does it is contagious! A regular on the Just for Laughs Galas for over 15 years,  
as a host or guest, his shows are always among the festival’s must-sees. He was 
awarded 8 Olivier for his three One Man Shows, including .“Show of the year” (2000, 
2005 et 2011), “Author of the year” (2000, 2005, 2011), and “Number of the year” 
(2000, 2005). He also won the  Felix for the best show (2005), the Prix des jeunes du 
festival de Morges in Switzerland (2005) and the Grands prix du jury et de la presse 
at the Festival international de l’humour de Rochefort in Belgium (2006). In 2007,  
after 5 years with Radio Énergie, Martin decided to write a new One Man Show, his 
third.  In 2008, he debuted at l’Olympia de Paris, hosting le Gala Paris fait sa comé-
die. He also hosted two Gala des Olivier, and the Gala for the 400th anniversary of 
the founding of Quebec City.  He is co-artistic director of le caba-ret des Auteurs du 
dimanche, a creative happening that just celebrated its 100th creation. 

MarTiN PETiT co-screenwriter 
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2011 THE SUICIDE SHOP / LE MAGASIN DES SUICIDES (in production)
 3D animation film directed by acclaimed director Patrice Leconte

 GOON (in production)
 Directed by Michael Dowse starring Seann William Scott, Jay Baruchel, Allison Pill 
 and Marc-André Grondin

 BREAKAWAY (in production)
 Directed by Robert Lieberman starring Camilla Belle, Vinay Virmani, Russell Peters and Akshay Kumar

 HIDDEN 3D (in post-production) 
 Directed by M.R., with Sean Clement, Jordan Hayes and Simonetta Solders

 STARBUCK (theatrical release July 27th, 2011)
 Co-written and directed by Ken Scott, co-written by Martin Petit, starring Patrick Huard, 
 Julie Le Breton and Antoine Bertrand

2010 PROZAC 
 TV series directed by François Bouvier, written by Sophia Borovchyk and Karine Goma, 
 starring Patrice Robitaille, Isabelle Blais and François Létourneau

 ANGLE MORT 
 Directed by Dominic James, starring Sébastien Huberdeau and Karine Vanasse

 FUNKYTOWN 
 Directed by Daniel Roby with Patrick Huard

 DIE 
 Directed by Dominic James, with John Pyper Ferguson, Elias Koteas, Caterina Murino, Emily Hampshire

 KRACH 
   Directed by Fabrice Génestal, with Michael Madsen, Gilles Lellouche, Vahina Giocante and Lisa Ray

2009 L’AMOUR ALLER RETOUR 
 Directed by Eric Civanyan starring Pierre Garand (Garou)

 STICKY FINGERS (LES DOIGTS CROCHES) 
 Directed by Ken Scott, starring Roy Dupuis, Claude Legault and Patrice Robitaille

 POLYTECHNIQUE 
 Directed by Denis Villeneuve, starring Maxime Gaudette and Karine Vanasse

2008 MAGIQUE 
 Directed by Philippe Muyl, starring Marie Gillain, the singer Cali, Antoine Dulery and Benoît Brière

 MESRINE : L’INSTINCT DE MORT (Mesrine : Death Instinct)
 Directed by Jean-François Richet, starring Vincent Cassel, Roy Dupuis and Cécile de France

 BATTLE IN SEATTLE 
 Directed by Stuart Townsend, starring Charlize Theron and Woody Harrelson     

2005 LE SECRET DE MA MÈRE (A Family Secret)
 Directed by Ghyslaine Côté, starring Ginette Reno, Céline Bonnier, Joëlle Morin, David Boutin 
 and Clémence DesRochers

2004 AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 
 UK- Romania - Canada Co-production
 Directed by Courtney Solomon, starring Donald Sutherland, Sissy Spacek and James D’Arcy

2003 HEAD IN THE CLOUDS
 Canada - UK Co-production
 Directed by John Duigan, starring Charlize Théron, Penélope Cruz, Stuart Townsend, 
 Thomas Kretschmann and David La Haye

2001  NO GOOD DEED (The House on Turk Street)
 Directed by Bob Rafelson, starring Samuel L. Jackson, Milla Jovovich and Stellan Skarsgar

aNDrÉ rOULEaU producer

André Rouleau, a lawyer by trade, has been in the movie business 
since 1995. In 2001, he joined Remstar as Vice President in charge 
of production and produced numerous success films like Head in the 
Clouds, American Hunting and the multi-Genie award film Polytechnique, 
until he founded his own company in 2008, Caramel Films.

His filmography includes:





PaTriCK HUarD (david wozniak)
Patrick Huard is an actor, comedian, author, program host, director and producer. Having recently celebrated his 20th anniversary in the business and his 40th 

birthday, he has an impressive list of achievements to his credit. On the big screen, he has appeared in some 15 feature films, including La Vie après l’Amour, 
Nez Rouge, Sur le Seuil, Maman Last Call, Monica la Mitraille, Cadavres, Bon Cop Bad Cop (Canada’s biggest-ever box office hit, for which he co-wrote the 

screenplay) and Funkytown (Quebec’s top-grossing film in 2011). Audiences will soon be able to see him in Starbuck, a film by Ken Scott, in theatres 
starting July 27, 2011. It tells the story of David Wosniak, a 42-year-old perpetual adolescent who learns his wife is pregnant at the same time 

as he finds out he has fathered 533 children.

Patrick Huard is currently shooting Le Projet Omertà, a film by screenwriter and director Luc Dionne. It revisits the cult TV series 11 years 
after its third season. Patrick is delighted to be appearing alongside Michel Côté, Rachelle Lefevre, Stéphane Rousseau and René Angelil. 
The film is scheduled for release in 2012.

Patrick loves live performance. In 2012, he’ll be making an eagerly anticipated return to the stage nearly 12 years after his last one-man 
show. He will be presenting his third show, which will explore the subject of happiness, throughout Quebec, starting in February 2012. He 

has previously presented two highly successful one-man shows, 18 ans et plus and Face à Face. As well, he has performed in Juste pour 
rire galas and appeared in Eric Bogosian’s play Talk Radio, which represents some 1,200 live shows and hundreds of thousands of tickets sold 

in Quebec. 

In addition to returning to the stage, Patrick will also be back on Star Académie in 2012! After having left his mark on the 2009 edition with his outstanding ability 
to teach what he knows, he is looking forward to assuming his role as a teacher of performance in the next edition of the popular show. His courses made a 
strong impression on the Academicians in 2009, and the public discovered another side of Patrick Huard. He will be back for the fifth edition of Star Académie 
in winter 2012, on the TVA network. 

On television, he has played good guys, bad guys-and even a drag queen-on such series as Music Hall, Cover Girl, Fortier, Au Nom de la Loi and Taxi 0-22, where, 
for four seasons, he portrayed Rogatien, his famously irascible taxi driver. For this role, he won the 2008 and 2009 Artist trophy in the Artist in a Comedy Show 
category. And, in a show of affection, the public voted him Male Personality of the Year in 2009 and 2010. 

Patrick Huard has also hosted a number of Juste pour rire galas, the Gala de l’ADISQ, the Soirée des Jutra, a comedy series on Radio-Canada and several daily 
radio shows. 

Increasingly, Patrick can also be found behind the camera. He produced and directed Taxi 0-22, in addition to producing music videos, ads, a documentary for 
Canal D, his first feature film, Les 3 P’tits Cochons (the top-selling film in Quebec in 2007) and, more recently, Filière 13. In his constant quest to grow, he has 
taken on a new challenge. In collaboration with Vidéotron and Sid Lee, he is putting his boundless creativity and versatility to use on the country’s first mobile 
channel, Lib tv, launched on June 1, 2011. He serves as its ambassador, programming director and co-producer (with his company, Jessie Films) along with 
working as an idea man, director and actor. 

JULiE LE BrETON (valérie)
Ricardo Trogi’s Québec-Montréal was a breakthrough performance for Julie Le Breton.  She has since then starred in the TV 
series Minuit le soir, Hommes en quarantaine, Ciao Bella, Rumeurs, Watatatow, and recently in François en série, Nos étés, 
Les hauts et les bas de Sophie Paquin, Toute la vérité and Mauvais Karma. 

She has also starred in several Quebec films, including L’oeil du chat, La peau blanche, Maman last call, Le génie du 
crime, Cadavres and Une vie qui commence. Her performance as Lucille Norchet, wife of famous hockey player Maurice 
Richard in the biopic by Charles Binamé, was nominated at the Genies awards.  Her next project is Le bonheur des autres 
by Jean-Philippe Pearson. 

aNTOiNE BErTraND (david’s lawyer)
Antoine Bertrand started his career on the stage in 1999 with La femme du boulanger, and immediately followed with  
Le baiser de la veuve, Porc-Épic, Bascule sur la route des grunambules and Le Pillowman. He had his breakthrough  
performance on the small screen in Les bougons - c’est aussi ça la vie, and also participated in TV series Virginie, Caméra 
Café, Les Boys - la série 4 and LOL. Antoine has also shown his talent in Quebec films Borderline, Babine and Frissons des 

collines. Awarded a Gémeaux for best supporting actor: comedy for C.A. III, he is currently co-host of hit TV show Les enfants 
de la télé with Véronique Cloutier.

BIOgRaPhIE
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National Post 
Film review by Chris Knight 

Comedy succeeds when it takes an idea to its logical extreme and then pushes it over the edge. Neurosis 
becomes Annie Hall; déjà vu, Groundhog Day; paranoia, Dr. Strangelove. 

Starbuck picks up the notion of paternity and artificial insemination and gives birth to a sparkling crowd-
pleaser that was a runner-up for the Peopleʼs Choice Award at the recent Toronto International Film 
Festival. 

Its writer, Quebecʼs Ken Scott, previously penned The Rocket and Seducing Dr. Lewis. This is his first time 
out as director, but you wouldnʼt know it; Starbuck is a pro creation. 

Patrick Huard (Bon Cop, Bad Cop) stars as David Wozniak, a meat-packing employee with a long list of 
woes. Heʼs $80,000 in debt to some rough moneylenders. His girlfriend (Julie LeBreton) delivers twin 
announcements — sheʼs pregnant and sheʼs breaking up with him. Sure, his boss says he loves him like a 
son, but David is at pains to point out that he is the manʼs son. When a lawyer appears in his kitchen one 
day, David assumes itʼs just another collection agent. The man has more disturbing news. 

Twenty years earlier, David had been a prolific depositor at the local sperm bank. (“Itʼs like taking money for 
breathing,” someone scoffs.) Due to some clerical mishaps, his seed was spread rather widely, and has 
now sprouted into 533 adult children, 142 of whom have filed a court order to find out whoʼs their daddy. 
They know the man only by his nom du sperme, Starbuck. 

Itʼs a ludicrous premise, sure. But Scottʼs pithy script (co-written by Martin Petit), linked to Huardʼs likeable 
layabout, makes the whole thing as easy to take as candy from a baby. David hires his lawyer friend 
(Antoine Bertrand) to mount a defence to protect his anonymity. He immediately suggests an insanity plea. 

David also comes into possession of a list of his 142 claimants, helpfully annotated with addresses and 
photos. When curiosity gets the better of him, he starts a series of clandestine visits to see how his progeny 
are faring. 

Thus, one day after learning that his girlfriend is expecting, heʼs watching his son play professional soccer. 
On day two, he lends his truck to another son. “Bring it back without a scratch,” he tells the young man, who 
canʼt believe the kindness of this stranger. Day three he has to give his daughter a frank talk about drugs. 
And so on. 

When he finds one child institutionalized and severely disabled, he passes himself off as the adoptive 
father, thus bringing him into even closer contact with the youthful plaintiffs heʼs ostensibly fighting. They 
accept him as family — which he is, though not in the way they think. 

The film floats along from one preposterousness to the next. Along the way we learn what David did with all 
the money he made from the sperm bank, which serves to dispel any quandaries we might have about his 
current indebtedness. We discover a man who has always been giving, and not just from his gonads. 

The film takes its name from the famous Holstein bull that sired more than 200,000 female offspring during 
its 19-year life. Itʼs a clever title, but the Starbuck saga holds a poignant lesson for the filmmakers as well. 

In 2000, two years after Starbuckʼs death, scientists in Saint-Hyacinthe, Que., produced a clone of the bull, 
which continues to produce sperm today for sale to the U.S. and other countries. Similarly, Scott has 
already been approached about an English-language clone of this fabulously funny film. But why tamper 
with its perfect genes? A word of advice: Just say non.
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Toronto.com 

Starbuck: Fertile ground for comedy 
By Bruce DeMara  
Entertainment Reporter 

 

David Wozniakʼs life is not going exactly swimmingly. 

His girlfriend is pregnant, fed up and ready to go it alone, Some thugs keep dropping by 
unexpectedly and nearly drowning him in the hope of collecting on an overdue $80,000 debt. 

Plus, the middle-aged slacker is a constant screw-up at the family butcher shop, regularly making 
deliveries late. The soccer jerseys he promises to fetch for a team photo — you guessed it — 
donʼt get picked up on time. Tabarnak! 

These turn out to be the least of his worries because, about 20 years earlier, David was a dab 
hand, as it were, and regular contributor to a local sperm bank, so prolific that he is given the 
code name Starbuck, after a particularly willing and able Canadian bull. 

“It (donating sperm) is like paying us to breathe,” one wag comments. 

David learns the clinic has used his, um, contributions to sire 533 children, 142 of whom have 
launched a class-action suit to learn the name of their father. With the help of his lawyer friend, 
David files suit against the clinic to keep his identity secret and for much-needed cash. 

But David canʼt leave well enough alone. He canʼt help wondering about the children heʼs fathered 
and begins to track them down, randomly and one by one. One is a subway busker, one is an 
actor, another a young woman struggling with a heroin addiction, another a severely disabled 
young man living in an institution. Another one somehow finds him and decides to move in.  

With such a fertile concept in play, itʼs no surprise that what unfolds is a wonderfully sweet and 
poignant comedy that goes in all kinds of unexpected directions. (Wait till you find out why David 
needed the $22,000 he earned at the sperm bank, for example.) 

Patrick Huard is superb in the role of David, a broad-shouldered, tattooed bull of a man who 
effortlessly imbues the character with genuine warmth and humanity. Heʼs ably backed by a 
strong cast including Antoine Bertrand as his chunky, jolly lawyer pal and Igor Ovadis as his 
exasperated father. 

The film is also suffused with a youthful energy that comes from the scores of young people who 
play Davidʼs offspring. They come in all shapes, sizes and races and, in their pursuit of their 
fatherʼs name, become a real family. 

Starbuck is smart throughout, uproariously funny at times and unexpectedly tender at others. You 
might just call it a big daddy of a comedy.  

 


