
	  

 

   

The house of dreaming 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
About the House itself 
 
Is The House of Dreaming a theatre production? 
Yes. The House of Dreaming is a theatre production, in the form of an installation. This 
means that it is a life-sized structure that the audience can walk through, and there are 
actors inside to tell the story of the House. The story of the House is in part written by writer 
Halcyon McCleod, and in part imagined by the director Chris Kohn. The story is also 
conveyed through the objects, robots, and computers inside The House.  
 
Is The House of Dreaming an actual house? 
Yes and no! The best way to understand The House of Dreaming is that it is like a giant, life-
sized dollhouse. Made out of plywood, it has furniture inside, and objects and pictures like a 
real house does. However, it has no plumbing or waterworks, just like a dolls house. 
Audience members will literally be able to walk through the house – in fact, we ask you to 
leave your shoes at the front porch. 
 
How big is the House? Is it large enough for adults too? 
Yes, the House is life-sized.  There are doorframes and ceilings tall enough for adults to 
comfortably walk through, like a real, life-sized house. There are some doorways that are 
deliberately smaller so that children can crawl through them, however each room also has 
access points for adults to enter as well.  
 
Can I touch and move things inside the House? 
Yes! We encourage you to do this! Through interacting with the objects, you will be able to 
get a stronger understanding of how the House has fallen asleep… and certain objects have 
started to dream.  
 
Robotics! Cool!  
The whole House is powered by Wii Remote technology. Some of the objects have robotics 
in side them, and others are robots themselves. More information on the robotic technology 
will be available from some of the creators soon. 
 
 
Session time information 
 
How do the booking times work? 
Sessions can be booked every half hour from 10am-12.30pm and 4pm-6pm from Fri 22 Feb to 
Sat 2 Mar (closed Tues 26 Feb). You will enter the house in groups at 3 minute intervals 
within your half hour bloc.  

 
How many people can go into the House at once? 
Three people can go in at a time, and each group experiences the House one room at a time. 
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Does that mean I could book the 4pm block, but have to wait until my turn to 
enter the House if it’s busy? 
Yes. The exact time at which you can enter the House is determined by how many other 
people have booked into that session bloc.  
 
What’s the point in getting there exactly at the start of my session time if I have 
to wait to go in? 
The House is only part of the experience, there are heaps of activities and other fun stuff to 
do in the foyer before you enter the House… 
 
 
Supervision 
 
Can children enter the House by themselves? 
Yes, if children are above 5 years old then they do not need to be accompanied by an adult.  
 
Is there supervision in the House? 
Children are monitored at every stage of the House. There are also adult performers and 
back-stage assistants helping out behind the scenes. There are exit points if children do not 
want to or are unable to continue for any reason.  
 
Can adults enter the House too? 
Adults will be admitted into The House to accompany children where necessary, and may 
accompany groups at their own discretion. 
 
 
Access and building requirements 
 
I have a physical disability – can I still visit the House? 
Please contact us at Arena if you would like more information.  
 
Can I eat or drink inside the House? 
No, no food or drink is allowed inside the House.  
 
What happens if there’s an emergency? 
If there’s an emergency, back-stage assistants are waiting just behind the scenes and can 
quickly jump to attention. There are also back-stage walkways which run behind each room, 
providing quick and easy access too and from all the rooms and out the front door. The ABC 
Studios also have fire hydrants and full emergency precautions and procedures established.  
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School information 
 
Can a whole school class go into the House? 
The House has been designed to accommodate whole-class excursions, and is 
complemented by additional downloadable classroom activities. 
 
How do schools book? 
Schools can book through Ticketek Group Bookings: 1300 364 001.  
 
How much are teachers’ tickets? 
Tickets are $15.50, with 1 free teacher ticket with every 10 school group tickets booked.  
 
What is the Ear-o-Polis workshop? 
Schools groups booking for any morning session on Mon 25 Feb to Fri 1 Mar (closed Tues 26 
Feb) are invited to also attend the Ear-o-Polis workshop at no extra charge.  
The Ear-o-polis workshop is an innovative interactive theatre and sculptural experience for 
primary students that allow them to experiment with the technology used in The House. The 
workshop will be led by Arena Theatre Company’s Artistic Director, Christian Levesley, and 
runs for 1 hour prior to students entering The House.   
 
How do I book my students into the Ear-o-Polis workshop? 
Contact Perth Festival’s Education Officer, Jemma Gurney on 96488 8636 or at 
schools@perthfestival.com.au and quote your Ticketek booking reference number. 
 
Are there teacher resources? 
Specially designed pre and post show classroom activities, excursion plans and other 
resources are available via:	  http://www.perthfestival.com.au/Learning/Resources	  
 
Other teacher resources include videos and origami packs – all available from Arena’s 
website: www.arenatheatre.com.au/show/the-house-of-dreaming 

 
 

Who made this work?. 
 
The House of Dreaming is made by Arena Theatre Company and is commissioned by 
Australia’s Major Festivals Initiative, meaning that it will tour to a number of arts festivals 
around Australia from 2012 – 14. Its world premiere was in 2012 with the Melbourne Festival. 
Now it’s your turn to experience The House of Dreaming as part of the 2013 Perth Festival. 
 

 

 

 


