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PERTH FESTIVAL WELCOME TO COUNTRY 

BEGINNINGS 
 
Join us by the Swan River at dusk to welcome the 61st Perth International Arts Festival. 
Drawing together voices and ideas from the earliest Noongar stories through to some of the 
world’s most celebrated writing, we invite you to revel in the creative beginnings that open so  
many possibilities.  
 
In Matilda Bay, next to The University of Western Australia whose beginnings were close to 
this very spot 100 years ago, we open with A Welcome to Country, Shakespearian sonnets 
in Noongar by Yirra Yaakin Theatre Company, and special guest Archie Roach performs, 
joined by Noongar singers, to share songs in a celebration of Western Australia and our 
place in the world.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “There are almost an infinite number 
of events that our audiences can select over 23 days in summer but vitally, before we all go 
off in our different directions, we should all start together celebrating the very idea of 
beginnings.”  
 
“There are any number of routes you can take through this year’s Festival but they all start in 
one place where the land meets the water at Matilda Bay. This place is important in Noongar 
culture and it was the starting point for The University of Western Australia 100 years ago 
and so it seemed obvious that our 61st Festival should begin here.” 
 
Following Beginnings, walk across to UWA’s beautiful campus and join the Centenary 
celebration, LUMINOUSnight. For one night only, UWA will come alive in a blast of art and 
light to commemorate its history. From 7pm until midnight, the campus will be transformed 

into a spectacular walk‑through gallery and performance space.  

 
Archie Roach is a singer and songwriter of remarkable strengths and insights. A storyteller in 
the tradition of his ancestors, Archie relays and retells intimate real life stories as well as 
traditional stories of the Dreaming. Having survived a personal history that would have left 
most artists scarred and defeated, Archie Roach has emerged as an extraordinarily gifted 
Australian artist with a truly visionary talent. His new album Into the Bloodstream takes you 
on a journey through his experiences of chaos and uncertainty, and the determined spirit 
that has seen him through. He will also perform at the Chevron Festival Gardens on Sunday, 
10 February. 
 
Yirra Yaakin, which means “Stand Tall” in Noongar language, has been producing and 
presenting an annual program of new Indigenous theatre and maintained a strong focus on 
education and youth programs since it was established in 1993. The company has 
commissioned and premiered over 50 new theatre works including One Day In 67, Aliwah, 
Windmill Baby and Cruel Wild Woman and Waltzing the Wilarra. 
 
WHEN: Fri 8 Feb, 6pm, approx. 45min  
WHERE: Matilda Bay 
FREE 
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Please note that Hackett Drive will be closed. Limited parking is available at UWA and 
surrounds. Patrons are encouraged to consider public transport.  
 
For more information on LUMINOUSnight, visit centenary.uwa.edu.au 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour   NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au              miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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