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2013 CLASSICAL MUSIC PROGRAM 
 
From the spectacular to the intimate and intriguing, the Perth Festival fine music program 
includes three towering figures of contemporary music, an epic performance by a 115-piece 
orchestra comprising the West Australian Symphony and the West Australian Youth 
Orchestras, and string quartet performances in a pop up architecturally designed 
performance space.  
 
One of the most influential composers of our time, Philip Glass brings his deeply personal 
piano etudes to Australia, presenting the world premiere performance of all 20, including 
three commissioned especially by the Festival. The etudes are performed by Glass with long 
time collaborator Maki Namekawa, and Australian pianist Sally Whitwell.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: "It's been a dream of mine for many 
years to commission Philip Glass, to contribute to and be part of this artist’s journey through 
music and art. He's changed music forever and to bring him Perth for the Etudes is a great 
moment for the people of this state, I'm so in awe of his achievements and we're blessed to 
work with him on this unique event.” 
 
Two legendary forces in new music, Laurie Anderson and Kronos Quartet, come together 
for the first time, bringing their unique brand of global eclecticism to the Perth Festival. In this 
first-ever collaboration, they present a brand new full-length work that combines their distinct 
yet highly compatible aesthetics. 
 
Part design installation, part architecture, part music, the 52-seat Quartetthaus is a unique 
music performance space. Commissioned by the Australian National Academy of Music and 
created by Bluebottle, the Haus is a special listening place, a celebration of intimate, live 
performance that dissolves the performer/listener divide.  Seated in two circles about a 
slowly revolving central performance space, no member of the audience is more than two 
meters from the performers. Quartets from the Australian National Academy of Music and 
the University of Western Australia explore 300 years of chamber music in this celebration of 
intimate string performance.  
 
In a major festival event, the West Australian Symphony Orchestra and the West Australia 
Youth Orchestra come together to form an epic 115-piece ‘super’ orchestra, presenting two 
works by Bela Bartok – one of the leading spirits of revolutionary music in the 20th century. 
Guided by the esteemed English conductor Sir Richard Armstrong, the combined orchestra 
will perform Bartok’s first and only opera, the chilling and dark one-act Duke Bluebeard’s 
Castle, and his romantic ballet score The Wooden Prince. 
 
In a world premiere performance, the extraordinary Perth Festival commission Tenebrae et 
Lux (Darkness and Light) presents the Tenebrae Resonsoria by Carlo Gesualdo, a 
monument to a Capella singing traditionally accompanied by candlelight, with a new a light 
based installation by esteemed visual artist Benjamin Bergery, using technology by fellow 
artist Jim Campbell. In the striking architecture of Winthrop Hall, Gesualdo’s evocative 400-
year-old works are brought to life by the full strength of St George Cathedral Consort, 
creating an immersive experience of unmatched power and beauty.  
 



 
Two of the world’s finest guitarists, Karin Schapp and Pavel Steidl, present a concert of 
stories and music that celebrates the history of the guitar itself: from the tiny ‘Terz’ guitar, 
through to the elegant 19th century model beloved of Paganini, and on to the modern 
instrument found in many homes today.  
 
WA’s finest musicians explore who we are in life and our imaginations in Soft Soft Loud: 
The Antihero Suite, presented in the Fremantle Arts Centre’s intimate courtyard. 
Frankenstein!!! by Heinz Karl Gruber (Austra) is an anarchic melding of cabaret and opera; 
Living Toys by Thomas Ades (UK) contrasts a small boy’s heroic ideals with the inadequacy 
felt by the adults around him; while composer Steve Newcomb (Australia) explores the 
heroic villains of art-house cinema through his deft overlay of toy piano, electronic 
processing and chamber music.  
 
ARTIST: Philip Glass Piano Etudes 
WHERE: Perth Concert Hall 
WHEN: Saturday 16 February, 7.30pm 
ARTIST TALK: Friday 15 February, 6:30pm, The Astor Theatre 
 
ARTIST: Laurie Anderson and Kronos Quartet   
WHERE: Perth Concert Hall 
WHEN: Wednesday 27 February, 7.30pm 
 
ARTIST: Kronos Quartet   
WHERE: Perth Concert Hall 
WHEN: Thursday 28 February, 7.30pm 
ARTIST TALK: Thursday 28 Feb, post show 
 
ARTIST: Quartetthaus    
WHERE: Perth Writers Festival Precinct, UWA  
WHEN: Tuesday 19 – Monday 25 February, various times starting 5.30pm 
 
ARTIST: Bluebeard’s Castle and the Wooden Prince by Bela Bartok 
WHERE: Perth Concert Hall  
WHEN: Saturday 2 March, 7.30pm 
ARTIST TALK: Sat 2 March, pre show 6:30pm and post-show in foyer  
 
ARTIST: Tenebrae et Lux (Darkness and Light) 
WHERE: Winthrop Hall, UWA 
WHEN: Sun 10 – Tues 12 February & Sat 16 – Mon 18 February, 8pm  
ARTIST TALK: Mon 11 February, post show & Tues 12 February, 7pm, pre-concert at 
Dolphin Theatre  
 
ARTIST: Karin Schaupp and Pavel Steidl  
WHERE: Albany Entertainment Centre, Tuesday 19 February, 8pm & Perth Concert Hall, 
Thursday 21 February, 7:30pm  
 
ARTIST: Soft Soft Loud: The Antihero Suite  
WHERE: Fremantle Arts Centre, Inner Courtyard  
WHEN: Thursday 14 February, 7:30pm  

 



 
For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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