
 
8 November 2012 

MARIANO PENSOTTI (ARGENTINA) 
LOTTERYWEST FESTIVAL CELEBRATION: LA MAREA 

 
When you walk past a living room at dusk and glance into someone’s life, do you ever 
imagine what they are thinking? Where they are from? What they are doing? 

 
Argentinean director and writer Mariano Pensotti does … 

 
Visit this street of stories where the borderline between fiction and reality has vanished. 
Wander from vignette to vignette as a subtle voyeur, become part of the mise-en-scéne as 
you get a cinematic peek into secret moments and personal journeys of the people within.  

 
Nine scenes, each lasting ten minutes, repeated ten times, can be watched in any order 
over two hours. Move from the pavement to illuminated windows, from balconies to cafes, 
see what stories lay in the houses, hearts and lives of our city.  

 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “In making La Marea, Mariano 
Pensotti has created the perfect theatrical form. A nine-part structure allowing a city to see 
its own secret stories; Robert Altman’s Short Cuts for the 21st century. It’s the ultimate 
festival show in which we bring the original four-person artistic team together with the other 
30 or so West Australians necessary to make the show happen here in Perth.” 
 
One of the leading playwrights and directors to emerge from Argentina’s vibrant theatre 
scene, Mariano Pensotti has studied cinema, visual arts and theatre. His performances 
have been presented in Argentina and in festivals and venues in Belgium, Germany, 
France, Ireland, Latvia, Brazil, Canada, Japan, Austria, Spain, Chile, England, Denmark 
and Switzerland. 

 
Pensotti told Vancouver’s Push Festival La Marea was a performance that usually left a 
deep impression on the audience. “Although it lacks the element of the spectacular, in a 
conventional sense, its main goal is to change the perception you have about a very 
ordinary place in your own city that you might have seen thousands of times,” he said. “The 
show aims to give you access to a new dimension of the people that surround you in public 
places. Somehow La Marea is always a different experience for each spectator.” 

 
For Perth Festival, Pensotti will remake La Marea in a new translation, adapting each 
scene to be about life in Perth. This Australian exclusive will be performed by Perth-based 
actors as part of the Festival’s Vital Stages program. 
 
Is it theatre? Performance art? Film clips come to life? …What we can tell you is La Marea 
is a slice of surreal voyeurism you won’t soon forget. THE STRAIGHT 

 
It’s an adventure … like a visit to a film set, without the camera crew getting in the way. This 
isn’t just a play about multiple episodes, it’s an experience touching on the beginning of 
love, the end of love, and everything in between. MONTREAL GAZETEE 
 
WHEN: Thursday 14 February - Sunday 17 February, 8pm 
WHERE: Rokeby Road, between Hay Street & Roberts Road, Subiaco 
FREE EVENT 



 
SUPPORTED BY: 

 
 

 CITY OF SUBIACO 

 

 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour   NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au              miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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