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Australian Exclusive/Premiere 
The TEAM (USA) 
MISSION DRIFT 

 
The hit musical about love and economics, Mission Drift is a wildly entertaining voyage 
through the highs and lows of 400 years of history in pursuit of the soul of American 
Capitalism. Dissecting the American dream to the sounds of sweet soul music, Mission 
Drift busts open the genre of musical theatre with atomic blasts, lizard ballet, and music 
that fuses Vegas glitz with Western ballads and Southern blues. 

 
Exuberant, athletic and bitingly funny, this epic musical charts the implosion of faith in an 
eternal frontier. Two stories collide - one mythic and one contemporary: In 1624 two 14-year 
olds set sail westwards as employees of the Dutch West India Company, the world’s 1st 
multinational corporation. In 2008 a cocktail waitress named Joan is laid off in Las Vegas 
amid the financial collapse, and her faith in her city and the sustainability of the American 
dream is shaken. 

 
Over it all reins Miss Atomic, a seductive and terrifying narrator inspired by the 1950′s Vegas 
beauty pageants that celebrated the bomb being developed 60 miles north. She is the 
symbol of creation and destruction, bankruptcy and bonanza. 

 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Mission Drift by The TEAM would 
be great piece of theatre, whatever, but from the moment Heather Christian starts to sing it 
moves into another league. Nine of the most exciting theatre talents from New York tell a 
massive story in the most appealing way, and the settling of the land and the frontier spirit 
couldn’t be more relevant to Western Australia.” 
 
“This is one of those shows I saw in New York and thought I have to bring this home to 
meet the family.” 

 
The TEAM is the Theatre of the Emerging American Moment, a New York City based theatre 
company dedicated to dissecting and celebrating the experience of living in America today. 
Director Rachel Chavkin is an Obie Award-winning director, educator, and the founding 
Artistic Director of the TEAM. Heather Christian is the daughter of a blues musician and a 
go-go dancer, the songstress of chamber-punk orchestra Heather Christian & the 
Arbornauts, and was recently named one of TimeOut NY's Downtown Innovators to Watch. 

 
Best of 2011, THE GUARDIAN 
2011 EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL FRINGE FESTIVAL PRIZE 
2011 SCOTSMAN FRINGE FIRST AWARD 
2011 HERALD ANGEL AWARD 

 
Mission Drift is that rare beast, a musical in which the music is really cool – jazz, blues, 
gospel and a little Elvis of course, all performed by a powerful cast of five with panache and 
soul. THE INDEPENDENT 
 
WHERE: Heath Ledger Theatre, State Theatre Centre of WA 
WHEN: Fri 22 February – Sun 24 February, Tue 26 February – Sat 2 March, 8pm;  
2pm & 8pm on 23 February and 2 March 



 
ARTIST TALK: Wednesday 27 February, post show 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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