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STAN’S CAFE (UK) 
OFF ALL THE PEOPLE IN ALLTHE WORLD: TIME ZONE GMT +8 

 
What does the population of everyone in our time zone (GMT +8) look like measured out in 
rice? The beautifully simple visual exhibition Off All The People In All The World: Time 
Zone GMT +8 is bringing 30 tonnes of rice to Perth and turning poignant human statistics 
from our region into labelled piles of rice.  
 
As you enter you are handed a grain of rice. That grain of rice is you. You are encouraged to 
add yourself to a pile of statistics and join the 1.54 billion other people in the room. The 
exhibition isn’t like a museum or an art gallery as it changes everyday and responds to its 
audiences, current news and hot topics. Over the course of three weeks the rice is carefully 
divided to make visible previously ungraspable statistics that, in only a few minutes, will 
change the way you look at the word.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “One of the greatest joys of festivals 
is rediscovering iconic buildings whose doors have been closed for years. To present global 
statistics using tonnes of rice in Western Australia’s once centre of communication at the 
GPO really does give life to the idea of “only at festival time”.” 
 
“One of the greatest attributes of festivals is that they are not tied to existing venues or the 
expected spaces, and so anytime we can collaborate with people to open normally shut 
doors for art feels like a huge success.” 
 
With the central location of the GPO, it is a great chance to drop by everyday and see what 
has changed in this continually evolving sculptural landscape.  
 
The provocative UK theatre company Stan’s Cafe have a history of making witty work dating 
back to 1991. Over the course of the three weeks, members of the company will be dressed 
in smart caretaker uniforms and carefully measure and tend to the rice.  
 
Astonishing… Stan’s Café are breaking the mould of what theatre can and might be. THE 
GUARDIAN 
 
Part amused, part amazed, one wanders through the hall, looks, marvels and understands. 
NEUE ZURICHER ZEITUNG 
 
WHEN: Saturday 9 February – Saturday 2 March, 10am–6pm daily, except Sunday 12-4pm, 
Friday 10am-8pm 
WHERE: GPO, Forrest Place 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour   NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au             miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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