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World Premiere / Australian Exclusive 
PHILIP GLASS COMPLETE PIANO ETUDES 

Performed by Philip Glass, Maki Namekawa and Sally Whitwell 
 

Perth Festival is thrilled to present a landmark musical event, the world premiere 
performance of Philip Glass’ Complete Piano Etudes, a series of 20 works including three 
new pieces commissioned especially by the Perth Festival.  
 
Philip Glass has been at the forefront of modern music for over half a century, and since 
1994 he has been on a deeply personal odyssey of solo piano exploration. Glass composed 
his Etudes (studies) to expand his piano technique with music that would challenge and 
enhance his playing. At once delicate and grandiose, sultry and melancholy, the Etudes are 
succinct compositions that create new themes and develop them in ingenious ways. 
Performed together, the Etudes provide a fascinating insight into the evolution of Philip 
Glass’ composition and playing style, and showcase the variety of colour, form and style 
made possible by the piano. 
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “It has been a dream of mine for 
many years to commission Philip Glass, to contribute to and be part of this artist’s journey 
through music and art. He has changed music forever and to bring him Perth for the Etudes 
is a great moment for the people of this State. I'm so in awe of his achievements and we're 
blessed to work with him on this unique event.” 
 
The Complete Piano Etudes will be performed in three parts by Glass, long-time 
collaborator Maki Namekawa, and Australian pianist Sally Whitwell.  
 
Through his operas, his symphonies, his compositions for his own ensemble, and his wide-
ranging collaborations with artists ranging from Twyla Tharp to Allen Ginsberg, Woody Allen 
to David Bowie, Philip Glass has had an extraordinary and unprecedented impact upon the 
musical and intellectual life of his times. Over the past 25 years, Glass has composed more 
than 20 operas, 47 film scores, eight symphonies and myriad other works and 
collaborations.  
 
As a soloist and chamber musician, Maki Namekawa is at home in both classical and 
current repertoire and has previously performed with Philip Glass. Her dedication to the 
works of leading international contemporary composers and her commitment to audience 
development have secured her a notable place among today’s artists. 
 
Sydney-based pianist and composer Sally Whitwell won the 2011 ARIA Award for Best 
Classical Album for her debut Mad Rush: Piano Music of Philip Glass. 
 
This extraordinary Perth Festival performance, celebrating and unveiling work by one of the 
defining composers of our times, is truly a once in a lifetime event.  
 
In addition to the performance, don’t miss the opportunity to hear Glass talk about his life 
and work with Andrew Ford, host of Radio National’s The Music Show, at The Astor Theatre. 

 
WHEN: Saturday 16 February, 7.30pm 
WHERE: Perth Concert Hall 



 
ARTIST TALK: Philip Glass in Conversation with Andrew Ford (host of The Music Show, 
Radio National) 
WHEN: Friday 15 February, 6.30pm 
WHERE: Astor Theatre, Mount Lawley 

 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek outlets 

The 18th, 19th and 20th Etudes (from Complete Piano Etudes) are commissioned by 
Medici Donors and Griffiths Architects for the Perth International Arts Festival. 

 

MEDICI DONORS  

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   

6488 8618 / 0403 025 535    +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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