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PERTH FESTIVAL FAMILY AND FREE EVENTS 
RIO TINTO FAMILY AND EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 
Perth International Arts Festival enriches and energises education by bringing exceptional 
arts and literary experiences to challenge and inspire young people and the community. With 
Rio Tinto’s ongoing generous support, this year’s Education Program features engaging, 
thought-provoking and exciting artistic works that are world-class and 15 special workshops 
to deepen their engagement.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Too often family work is done to 
‘create audiences of the future’. Family audiences and education work is, for me, about one 
of our most important current audiences – young people.” 
 
“I have relatively little interest in the audiences of the future and the past. Audiences are 
about now, and satisfying and bringing them in and giving them what they want and exciting 
them today, will mean they remain current audiences forever.”  
 
For the first time, a specially selected group of young art enthusiasts will have an once-in-a-
lifetime experience though the Perth Festival Young Ambassadors program. Entries are 
open now until 26 November to nominate aspirational young people (aged 15 to 19) to gain 
a special insight into the arts industry through interactions with internationally renowned 
artists and share their exceptional stories online. Premiering this year will also be two special 
schools film screenings of No and Caesar Must Die. These screening will include workshops 
with Film Program Manager Madeline Bates, and a local WA filmmaker, and allow students 
to engage with the Lotterywest Festival Films like never before.  
 
An incredible interactive labyrinth will be brought to life in The House of Dreaming that will 
see three children at a time, leaving their parents and guardians outside, step inside a three-
dimensional storybook where anything within reach can be touched and explored. Have your 
perspective entertained and altered in Of All The People In All The World: Time Zone 
GMT +8 with 30 tonnes of rice (each single grain representing one of the 1.54 billion people 
in our time zone) presented eloquently in heaps and piles of humorous and poignant 
statistics. From Spain, the dance experience Clouds is a mesmerising journey into the world 
of surrealist painter René Magritte that is unexpected and playful at every turn, and an 
enchanting evening whether you are 4 or 104. The Aracaladanza company will lead children 
aged 4 to 7 in an exploration of imagination in a special workshop. 
 
From the theatre program, Mission Drift is an exuberant and athletic musical voyage 
through the 400 year history of American capitalism while dissecting the American dream 
with sweet soul music, and will include a student workshop and a professional development 
for teachers with cast members and the Director.  Bertolt Brecht’s company and famous 
work The Threepenny Opera will perform in Australia for the first time one of the most 
familiar scores in musical theatre, and will include a workshop with Theatre Director and 
Perth Festival Education Officer, Jemma Gurney. Perth’s own Barking Gecko Productions 
will adapt Wolf Erlbruch’s Duck, Death and the Tulip into a heart-warming and thoughtful 
investigation of life and friendship with a live orchestra to bring the story to stage.  
 

-continues- 



 

 

The Rio Tinto Family Program includes free family events, special children’s prices for 
ticketed shows, and the highly successful Perth Writer’s Festival Family Day. A summer 
evening will come alive with the Lotterywest Festival Spectacular BPM Bombs Per Minute 

unleashing a magnificent spectacle of hypnotic percussion rhythms and jaw‑dropping 

pyrotechnics that will fill Langley Park before ascending into silence and peace. Come early, 
bring a picnic, bring your family and take your place before you leap to your feet to see the 
Festival ignite into an exhilarating and breathtaking celebration. Tangle uses huge, colourful 
balls of elastic allowing children and their adults to take part in a giant outdoor weaving 
experiment that is part visual arts installation, part performance, part playground, part dance 
party and all chaos. Treat your whole family to La Cucina dell’Arte, an evening of hilarious 
and chaotic kitchen antics in a spectacular vintage big-top tent where the charm of Ronaldo 
family’s six generations of circus tradition come to life all around you in the ultimate cooking 
show and feast for all ages.  
 
Let your imagination play at our popular Family Day on Sunday 24 February where children 
of all ages have the chance to meet Australia’s most popular childrens’ authors such as 
Andy Griffiths, Alison Lester, Isobelle Carmody – and many more. Join in hands-on 
activities, games, workshops, readings and talks as authors and illustrators bring their 
stories to life in an outdoor carnival atmosphere. 
 
Full program of authors sessions released in January. Register to receive your free brochure 
at perthfestival.com.au and look for it in West Weekend Magazine. 
 
For more information on the Family and Education Program please contact: 
Jemma Gurney, Education Officer, 6488 8636 or jgurney@perthfestival.com.au  
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au             miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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