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PERTH FESTIVAL TO SCREEN TWO AWARD-WINNING ASIA PACIFIC FILMS 

 
Perth Festival is thrilled to announce the screening of two award-winning films Thy Womb 
and The Mirror Never Lies from the 2012 Sixth Annual Asia Pacific Screen Awards 
(APSA), as Lotterywest Festival Films brings the ‘Asian Oscars’ to Perth.  
 
Perth audiences will have the opportunity to see the Filipino film Thy Womb, awarded Best 
Director and Best Actress, and the Indonesian film The Mirror Never Lies, awarded Best 
Children’s Feature Film, over two exclusive Monday night screenings at Joondalup Pines on 
January 21 and 28.  
 
Perth Festival is excited to support the Asia Pacific Screen Awards, the region’s highest 
accolade in film. The APSA celebrate the cinematic excellence and cultural diversity of the 
vast Asia Pacific region, which produces half the world’s film.  
 
APSA Artistic Director Maxine Williamson said: “I am thrilled to see two 2012 APSA winning 
films participating at Perth Festival. Those fortunate to see both films will learn much of the 
beautiful people who live their lives from and by the sea.” 

Perth Festival Film Program Manager Madeline Bates said: “I’m delighted that Perth Festival 
is an official Screening partner of the Asia Pacific Screen Awards and to be able to bring to 
Perth audiences two award-winning films that bring to life two fascinating areas of the world 
not often seen in Perth cinemas.” 
 
Earning a four-minute standing ovation at the Venice International Film Festival, Thy Womb 
is an intimate and poignant story by Filipino filmmaker Brillante Mendoza, the first and only 
Filipino to have won at Cannes (Kinatay, 2009), about a midwife (played by Filipino screen 
idol Nora Aunor) living in a tiny, remote island community of sea gypsy people – The Bajau 
of Tawi-Tawi. Herself infertile, she makes the ultimate sacrifice to give her husband a child of 
his own.  

 “The film is silent in its discussion of its narrative yet it explodes inside you— in your heart 
and mind...'Thy Womb' is one of the best Filipino films a Filipino could watch on the big 
screen in his lifetime." THE PHILIPPINE STAR 

The Mirror Never Lies is a beautiful debut feature for Indonesian director, Kamila Andini, 
(daughter of renowned filmmaker Garin Nughroho) that combines a gentle coming-of-age 
story with a strong ecological message celebrating a nomadic fishing community’s 
sustainable way of life.   

“Lyrically evokes a way of life organically coexisting with the ocean.” THE HOLLYWOOD 
REPORTER 

Thy Womb will be exclusively screening on Monday 21 January and The Mirror Never Lies 
will be screening on Monday 28 January. View the trailers and further information at 
perthfestival.com.au, and don’t miss these exciting new releases in international cinema 
at the iconic outdoor screen at Joondalup Pines.  
 

http://www.perthfestival.com.au/
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Andjelka Jankovic  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown 

+61 8 6488 8637 / 0439 382 733   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781 

ajankovic@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au  

 

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015. 
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