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SRINIVAS KRISHNA (CANADA/INDIA) 
MY NAME IS RAJ 

 
My Name is Raj, the first cross-genre project of acclaimed Canadian film director Srinivas 
Krishna, is inspired by the legacy of pioneer Indian filmmaker and actor Raj Kapoor. This 
installation explores the world of studio photography and the sense of aspiration in Indian 
cinema.  
 
Perth audiences will play a starring role in Srinivas Krishna’s tribute to Indian cinema. In an 
old Perth shop front, an exhibition of photographs and Kapoor films set the scene for you to 
have your picture taken, digitally manipulated and cast into iconic scenes from Bollywood.  
 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Srinivas Krishna brings a 
filmmaker’s eye and a visual artist’s sensibility to the celebration of 100 years of Bollywood 
films. Putting you right at the centre of the work – this is 15 minutes of fame that feels like it 
predates Andy Warhol.” 
 
It’ll speak to all of you, gives a lot of pleasure. You’ll see familiar images and walk away with 
a picture of yourself in a Raj Kapoor movie. It’s gorgeous and it’s free! KRISHNA, DESI 
NEWS 
 
Srinivas Krishna is a contemporary Canadian filmmaker of Indian heritage who kick started 
his career by directing and playing the starring role in his critically acclaimed first feature 
Masala (1993). Since Masala, Krishna’s films have featured in the official selection of 
Cannes Film Festival, with his documentary Ganesh, Boy Wonder winning Best 
Documentary at the Indian Film Festival of New York in 2010.  
 
My Name is Raj was originally commissioned by Luminato and Toronto International Film 
Festival, this is its first presentation in Australia. This is a chance for you to take part in the 
magical illusion of cinema by having your face appear in a Bollywood film, take the photos 
home to show friends and family, and experience the delight and wonder of transcending 
time and place to guest star in an Indian cultural institution.  

The backlit Indian idol has tilted her head, her lips gently parted. Her lover holds her cheek, 
a prelude to a kiss. Yet in this romantic movie moment, the lover's face changes. He's no 
longer the late revered director Raj Kapoor, acting in one of his films from the golden age of 
1950s Indian cinema. His face is digitally altered to become contemporary Toronto filmmaker 
Srinivas Krishna. At other times, the face morphs into everyday people. THE GLOBE AND 
MAIL  

MY NAME IS RAJ 
WHEN: Monday 18 February – Saturday 2 March  
WHERE: Shopfront@Central, Central Institute of Technology, 149 Beaufort Street, Perth, 12 
noon – 7pm daily 
FREE EVENT 
FESTIVAL INFO: 6488 5555 – perthfestival.com.au 
 
 

-continues- 

 



SUPPORTED BY 

 

 

 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Andjelka Jankovic  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    

+61 8 6488 8637 / 0439 382 733  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

ajankovic@perthfestival.com.au             miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

 

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival 

is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier 

cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its 

international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 800,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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