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WORLD EXCLUSIVE/PREMIERE  
PERTH INTERNATIONAL ARTS FESTIVAL COMMISSION  

 
TENEBRAE ET LUX (DARKNESS AND LIGHT)  

BENJAMIN BERGERY AND ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL CONSORT  
 
An inspiration to generations of musicians and audiences, the Tenebrae Eesponsoria by 
Carlo Gesualdo are a monument to A cappella singing, traditionally accompanied by the 
movement and extinguishing of candlelight.  

 
In this extraordinary Perth Festival commission, esteemed visual artist Benjamin Bergery 
responds to and heightens the emotion of Gesualdo’s music with a new light-based 
installation, using technology by fellow artist Jim Campbell.  

 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: "The Festival's ability to commission 
new visual art and combine with classical music is unique. With world class choral singing 
alongside a newly commissioned light installation, this is a special Festival event to be 
savoured." 

 
In the striking architecture of Winthrop Hall, Gesualdo’s evocative 400-year-old works are 
brought to life by the full strength of St George’s Cathedral Consort to create an immersive 
experience of unmatched power and beauty.  

 
Highly original and daring as always, yet with such subtlety that no one may doubt that he 
(Gesualdo) had one of the most inventive musical minds of his age. GRAMOPHONE  

 
Benjamin Bergery is a media installation artist based in Paris. Since 2005 he has achieved 
a number of new media works in churches and other sacred spaces, including a 
collaboration with artist Jim Campbell for the 17th century Church of Saint Sulpice. He was 
a pioneer in interactive video art when teaching at MIT in USA in the 1980s.  He is also a 
cinema journalist and has worked at Atari, Lucas Film, and Panavision. He has published 
extensively on cinematography. 

 
Joseph Nolan is an internationally renowned organist and musician, who took up the post 
of Organist and Master of the Choristers at St George’s Cathedral in 2008. He conducts the 
nationally renowned choirs, who since Nolan’s arrival now are regularly in demand on ABC 
TV and Radio and have worked with The Hilliard Ensemble, the Academy of Ancient Music, 
and I Fagiolini.  

 
James Berlyn is an award-winning performing artist and teacher of twenty years 
experience. He has built a national profile as a dancer and dance-theatre performer and 
performance maker, working with companies and independent artists around Australia and 
South East Asia. 
 
Directed by James Berlyn  
Musical Direction by Joseph Nolan  
WHERE: Winthrop Hall, UWA  
WHEN: 8pm, 50min no interval  

 



 
ARTIST TALK: Mon 11 Feb, post-show  
PRE-CONCERT TALK: Tuesday 12 February, 7pm, Dolphin Theatre, UWA 
Presented by the ARC Centre Of Excellence For The History Of Emotions. 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek outlets  

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown    

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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