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SYDNEY THEATRE COMPANY (AUSTRALIA) 
THE SECRET RIVER 

 
Epic in scale and ambition, three of Australia’s most revered artists, director Neil Armfield 
(Cloudstreet), writer Andrew Bovell (Lantana), and artistic associate Stephen Page (The 
Sapphires) come together for the first time to adapt Kate Grenville’s acclaimed novel, The 
Secret River for the stage. This major theatrical event has been co-commissioned by Perth 
International Arts Festival, Sydney Festival and Canberra 100 Festival.  
 
Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “Bringing the together the talents of Kate Grenville, 
Andrew Bovell, Neil Armfield and Stephen Page – agreeing to co-commission Sydney 
Theatre Company’s production of Australian classic The Secret River with that artistic team 
attached was one of the easiest decisions I’ve made since I arrived in Perth.”  
 
Vividly exploring life in colonial Australia, The Secret River dramatises the story of two 
families divided by culture and land. 
 
Convict William Thornhill, exiled from the stinking slums of early 19th century London, 
discovers that the penal colony offers something that he never dared to hope for before: a 
place of his own. A stretch of land on the Hawkesbury River is Thornhill's for the taking. As 
he and his family seek to establish themselves in this unfamiliar territory, they find that they 
are not the only ones to lay a claim to the land. The Hawkesbury is already home to a family 
of Dharug people, who are reluctant to leave on account of these intruders. 
 
As Thornhill's attachment to the place and the dream deepens, he is driven to make a 
terrible decision that will haunt him for the rest of his life. 
 
The Secret River is a groundbreaking story about identity, belonging and ownership. 
 
The Secret River stands out as a work of sustained power and imagination, of poetry and 
insight. No truer piece of fiction has ever been written about the Australian Past. THE 
AUSTRALIAN 
 
WHERE: His Majesty’s Theatre 
WHEN: Monday 25 February – Saturday 2 March, 7:30pm; 1:30pm & 7:30pm 2 March 
ARTIST TALK: Tuesday 26 February, post show  
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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