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Australian Exclusive/Premiere 
BERLINER ENSEMBLE (GERMANY) 

THE THREEPENNY OPERA 
 
In a coup for Perth Festival we are thrilled to bring one of the world’s great companies, 
Bertolt Brecht’s Berliner Ensemble to Australia for the first time. In 1928 Brecht and Kurt 
Weill created a masterwork that would change the shape of theatre forever – The 
Threepenny Opera. Now visionary director Robert Wilson leads the Berliner Ensemble in 
this unforgettable production of an extraordinary work. 
 
Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “The most exciting challenge I faced since I arrived 
two years ago was the realisation that the Berliner Ensemble in their 64 year history have 
never been to Australia. After 18 months of chasing, coaxing and tempting I couldn’t be 
happier that they are making their Australian premiere here in Perth with Brecht’s greatest 
work directed by one of the world’s finest theatre directors.” 
 
The Threepenny Opera is theatre’s most famous musical, the show that paved the way for 
Cabaret and Chicago, boasting one of the most familiar scores in musical theatre. This 
stinging portrait of a bloated society on the eve of destruction remains as relevant today as it 
was in 1928. Mack the Knife is the original city crim who’s never met a law, a woman or a 
cop he couldn't seduce - but when he challenges the supremacy of the Beggar King and his 
empire of manufactured woes, the fallout threatens to tear the town apart.  
 
This lauded production, with a 30-strong ensemble of actors and musicians, comes to Perth 
following-out seasons in New York, Hong Kong and Berlin. 
 
Robert Wilson is a theatrical legend, an avant-garde visionary whose body of work has 
decisively shaped the look of theatre and opera today. The New York Times described him 
as “a towering figure in the world of experimental theatre,” while Susan Sontag said of his 
career: “it has the signature of a major artistic creation. I can't think of any body of work as 
large or as influential.” Wilson has continuously articulated the force and originality of his 
vision, and his close ties and collaborations with leading artists, writers, and musicians 
continue to fascinate audiences worldwide. 

...simultaneously hilarious and chilling. Despite the show's history, it's hard to imagine it 
staged any better. HUFFINGTON POST 

Brecht and Weill blasted hypocrisy, militarism, corruption and greed, while reeling in the 
audience with grotesque humor and brilliant, catchy songs... To see and hear this 
crackerjack company bring them back to life is a rare thrill. THE NEW YORK POST 
 
DIRECTOR, SET DESIGN & LIGHTING: Robert Wilson 
CO DIRECTED: Ann-Christin Rommen 
MUSIC: Kurt Weill 
COSTUME DESIGN: Jacques Reynaud 
 
 
 
 



 
WHERE: His Majesty’s Theatre,  
WHEN: Friday 8 February – Monday 11 February, 7:30pm  
ARTIST TALK: Saturday 9 February, post show 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek outlets  
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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