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Australian Exclusive/Premiere 
BALLET NATIONAL DE MARSEILLE (FRANCE) 

THE TRUTH 25 TIMES A SECOND 

Perth Festival is delighted to present the Australian exclusive performance of The Truth 25 
Times A Second, an extraordinary dance collaboration between Belgian choreographer 
Frederic Flamand and Chinese artist Ai Weiwei. 

Inspired by Italo Calvino’s novel The Baron in the Trees, this exploration of changes in 
human perception reveals the ambiguity of our relationship with truth and lies, and how 
technology has changed our relationships with people and the places we live.  

Ballet National de Marseille Artistic Director Frederic Flamand is known for his 
preoccupation with cities, technology and mixing art forms, and he has a long history of 
collaboration with architects, having worked with Elizabeth Diller and Ricardo Scofidio, Jean 
Nouvel, Thom Mayne and Zaha Hadid among others. In this first collaboration with lauded 
Chinese architect and visual artist Ai Weiwei, The Truth 25 Times A Second uses ladders 
to evoke an Escher-like building, a world of ruins and rebirths, and a giant supporting 
framework for the physical performance. 

Artistic Director Jonathan Holloway said: “The collaboration between world class 
choreographer Frederic Flamand and world changing visual artist Ai Weiwei is one of the 
heavyweight events of the summer. As an experience it swings from exquisite beauty to 
choreographic punch, and from uplifting music to architectural sparseness and angularity.” 

Ai Weiwei is one of China’s most prominent conceptual artists, a photographer, curator, 
and prolific blogger with a rising profile in the architecture world since, along with the Swiss 
architects Herzog and De Meuron, he designed the Olympic National Stadium known as the 
“Bird’s Nest” for the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. 

This ballet of flesh and metal applies Flamand’s winning recipe…captivating, then, right 
until the hero’s final flight…a suspended moment, a trance, to the very last second. 
 LA MARSEILLAISE 

WHERE: Heath Ledger Theatre, State Theatre Centre of WA 
WHEN: Friday 8 – Monday 11 February, 8pm  
ARTIST TALK: Sunday 10 February, post show  
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek outlets 
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown   

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535  +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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