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PERTH WRITERS FESTIVAL 
Thursday 21 – Sunday 24 February 2013 

 
Perth Writers Festival is a celebration of the written word in all its forms, situated on the 
beautiful grounds of The University of Western Australia. Hear the ideas behind the words as 
the finest national and international writers, including Margaret Atwood, Anna Funder, 
Robert Dessaix, China Mieville, Lawrence Norfolk and President of HBO Henry McGee, 
engage in readings, talks, debates, and workshops.  
 
The opening address On Art and Politics will be given by novelist, journalist and political 
commentator Ahdaf Soueif, who reported from the ground in Cairo’s Tahrir Square for the 
18 days of the 2011 Egyptian revolution. Soueif witnessed the impact of the revolution on the 
people campaigning and celebrating in the streets, as well as on the writers and artists 
working in the city. In this opening address, Soueif asks: what does it mean for an artist to 
bear witness to a revolution? 
 
The Man Booker Prize winner Margaret Atwood is a giant of modern literature. Both serious 
minded and wickedly funny, she is adored by the public, acclaimed by critics and read 
around the world. Her writing has anticipated, satirised and even changed the popular 
preconceptions of our time. This literary star comes to the Perth Festival for an entertaining 
and enlightening evening, sharing her ironic wit and love of words and language. 
 
In a first for the Perth Writers Festival, Out of the Box explores the thriving artform of 
television drama. HBO’s The Sopranos, Game of Thrones, Boardwalk Empire and The Wire 
have been among the most beloved television shows in recent times. They have established 
television drama as a serious form of storytelling rivalling cinema and literature. Perth 
Writers Festival is delight to welcome a stellar lineup of TV writers, directors and producers 
including the President of HBO Home Entertainment Henry McGee.  
 
The Perth Writers Festival closing address will be given by Anna Funder, winner of the 
2012 Miles Franklin Literary Award for her brilliant novel All That I Am. Funder’s work 
explores human bravery and compassion in the face of unspeakable fear; telling the stories 
of moral courage from a time that is starting to fade from our collective memories. Don’t miss 
this exciting opportunity to hear Anna Funder speak as she closes the 2012 Perth Writers 
Festival.  
 
The full Perth Writers Festival program will be released in January 2013. 
 
WHERE: Perth Writers Festival precinct, University of Western Australia 
WHEN: Thursday 21 February – Sunday 24 February 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 • perthfestival.com.au • Ticketek outlets  
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For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

WA MEDIA: Rania Ghandour  NATIONAL MEDIA: Miranda Brown  

+61 8 6488 8618 / 0403 025 535   +61 3 9419 0931 / 0411 568 781  

rghandour@perthfestival.com.au  miranda@mbpublicity.com.au 

  

Perth International Arts Festival 

Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts 

Festival is the longest running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s 

premier cultural event. The Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in 

its international program, the presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic 

experiences for its audience.  For 60 years the Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the 

world’s greatest living artists and now connects with over 700,000 people each year. 

 

Jonathan Holloway is the Artistic Director 2012-2015.  
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